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Much may be sa1p on both Sides. 
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TuESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 1735. 





HE Cafe between Dramatick 
Writers, and the Tow, in the 
bringing on, and Reception, of 
their Pieces, being a Subject 
I intend to treat of at large in 
a future Paper, I fhall confine 
myfelf, in this, to an Enquiry, 
4 Whether the Taffe of the Town 
is (as it has been reprefented) too bad to encou- 
rage the bringing on of good Plays? Or, Whether 
the Faalt really lies on the Side of the Poet, who 
expects, perhaps, from the Town, more Indulgence 
than his Performance: entitles. him to, and, being 
difappointed, revenges himfelf by exclaiming againit 
the bad Tafte of the Town? 





In order to form a true Judgment of this Mat- 
ter, I have atrended the firft Reprefentation of 
every new Piece that has yet appeared this Seafon, 
and, I muft confefs, [ have not been able to find 
any real Foundation to accufe the Town, of want 
of Tafte, or of Prepojjefion again{t the Performaxce 
itfelf. 


Tue firft Piece brought on, was the Tragedy 
of Brutus, which had little or no Pretenfion to 
the Favour of the Town. Every Body knew it was 
(and the Author himfelf gave it for xo zzore than) 
a Tranflation from M. de Voltaire, who had not 
only taken his Hizt from our own Countryman, 
Lee’s Brutus, but CoLDLY imitated his fineft Scenes. 
— A Play TRANSLATED from a Play, not oRIGI- 
NAL itfelf, cou’d not pretend to any great Share of 
Merit, however juft and beautiful the Tranflation 
may have been. Accordingly, the Reception it 
met with, anfwer’d what the Author might have 
expected, if parental Fondnefs had not over-rated 
it in his Effeew. I am quite a Stranger to Mr. 


Duncombe, and what I fay, arifes only from that 
Amor Patria, which I'd have run thro’ every Ac- 
tion of an Exglifbman’s Life, that is not in itfelf 
indifferent, which lays Claim to no Notice at all. 
The ill Succefs then this Play met with, gave me 
as much SaTisFAcTion, asl had already conceived 


INDIGNATION again{t the Poet, for having been 
fo fervile, as to itoop to tranflate a FRENCHMAN’s 
Plagiarifm, and to bring it on a Stage which our 
own Brutus might have trod once more, with true 
Roman Dignity Where the fer Father might 
have condemned his favourite Sow, and refifted the 
united Intreaties of every one, Conscious, that, 
while Liberty was fo unfecure, /evere, and ftriking 
Sacrifices, were the only Means to preferve that 
Country, which every true Romaz fhou’d prefer to 
the deareft Ties of Blood — Where Titus, and Te- 
raminta, might have drawn TRULY-COMPASSION~ 
ATING Tears from the Eyes of the Fair Circle, that 
would not have refufed a generous Flood to their 
unfortunate Loves, Whether I am prepoffeffed in 
Favour of our own genuine Brutus, and of Courfe 
prejudiced again{t the modern Phantom of the old 
one, I can’t tell; but [ never dip into Lee’s Tra- 
gedy, but I think myfelf walking in old Rome, and 
converfing with the very Perfonages that lived in 
thofe Times, fuch true Rsiaan MAJEsTy appears 
throughout the whole Play. —— 1 forbear to fay what 
Ideas of o/d Rome the Bi-rRANSLATED Brutus 
gives me — The Fate it met, feemed to me a fort 
of a PorricAL PUNISHMENT; inflicted by the Town 
on an Author who wanted to invigorate the ROMAN 
Eagle’s Wings, with FreNcu, inftead of BririsH 
F¢¥2— And I can’t help withing all our lazy, uNn- 
INVENTIVE Poets might hereafter undergo fome 
fuch fort of Punifhment for their unpardonable 
INERTION, in not taking out of their Stock, but 
living, like DRONEs, on the Labours of others. 


THE next Piece that appeared on the Stage, was 
The Chriftian Hero. I fhall not enter into a criti- 
cal Difquifition at prefent, whether fuch Subjects 
are proper cr no for the Stage, I may treat of 
that hereafter. I fhall only obferve, that the French 
and Spanifh Theatres have received them with Ap- 
plaufe, whilft our owz {eems not to approve of a 
ReLicious DisTREss for Tragedy, tho’ there are 
Pieces on our Stage, that have admitted fomething 
of this Naturein them; but being few in Number, 
and not in the higheft Repute, it may not be 
thoughe 
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thought’a falfe Conclufion to fay, It is not the ge- 
wihal 

fonages reprefented on the Stage. — And, indeed, 
the Pulpit feems the propereit Teatre for fuch Re- 
prefentations, and the. Clergy, the properelt. 4Gors 
in the Religious Drama, ‘This then, of ITsELF, 
fufficiently juftified the Town-in its Reception of 
this Piece : But it has been the Misfortune of the 
Chriftian Hero, to fall into Hands that have treated 
him in a very UNcHRIisTIAN Manner, and robbed 
him of a great Part of his PRE-ACQUIRED Ghry. 


x 


/ 


I pass by the Virgin Unmasked, and Plot, as 
Things that do not deferve any Notice at all, and 
come to the third Piece reprefented on the Stage, 
viz. The Toy-/bop, (properly named fince a Drama- 
tick Satire) acted at Covent-Garden -Theatre. | 
had the Pleafure to obferve (which I did with a 
great Share of Delight) from the Reception it met 
with, that the good Tafte of the Town, far from 

eing /off, wants only to be awakened by fuitable 
Reprefentations. This little Performanee, without 
any THEATRICAL Merit whatioever, received the 
loudeft Applaufes that I have heard this long while, 
only on Account of its GENERAL and WELL+ 
ADAPTED Satire on the Follies of Mankind; a 
Subject that ought always, either directly or indi- 
rectly, to be ixterwoven in Comic Reprelentations. 
But as much Merit as this Piece has, it is defective 
in feveral Particulars, and is not ORIGINAL, tho’ 
New to the Town. 


ONE would naturally expect fo fcrupulous and 
ftri& a Moralizer as the Matter of the Toy-fhop is 
reprefented to be, fhould, in his private Dealings, 
be a little PracricaL of his own Doéyine, or at 


leaft, that he fhou’d not put it in the Power of the © 


Audierice to accufe him. His felling a Shelf for 
two Guineas, which he bought of a Fi/der’s Boy for 
a Ha'f-penny 5 and a Gold-Watch for Thirty-fix 
Guineas, pledged with him for Eighteen, by a Lady 
who died without redeeming it, are defign’d (and 
really are) Strokes of Satire, pretti/y, and wittily, 
levelled againft the fooli/>, and extravagant Delin- 
quents, but fhew, at the fame time, a Man acting 
very inconfiftently with his own Principles — An 
Impropriety ia Character which would be umpar- 
donable in a regularly-wrote Piece, and fall heavy 
of the Poet. — The Beauties however of the’ Toy- 
fhop, make ample Amends for the want of Poe- 
tital Justice in this Refpect, which is not men- 
tioned here out of any ill-natured Pleafure of find- 
ing Fault, but merely as a Caution to, the Author, 
to have fome Regard to Uxity of Charadéer, if he 
fhould hereafter think fir to employ his Genius on 


a more extenfive Plan. 


I MENTIONED that tho’ NEw to the Town, the 
Toy-fhop was not ORIGINAL. This Method of 
general Satire was executed with much greater La- 
titud?, by an old Englifh Poet, named Thomas 
Randolph, (whofe Works are very {carce, and not 

enerally known) in a Piece intitled, The Muszs 
OOKING-GLAss, where, under the Characters 





Tafte of the Englifh, to have religious Per- - 


HEA: - 


fometimes of Roscitis, and at other times of Co: 
lax, a ¥latterer, and likewife bringing on the Stage 
the Characters themfelves, he expofes every Vice 
and Folly Mankind is guilty of, "and commends, by 
a beautifully-inprodaced CONTRASTE, the oppofire 
Virtues. — The Author of the Toy-/hop, has adanied 
both his Satire, and’ Manner of beftowing it, with 
fo much Judgment to the Jaffe of the pre/dzr 
Times, that his Piece has all the Grace of Novelty, 
tho’ shat which I mention, from whence he pofli= 
bly may have taken his Hint, is near One hundred 
Years old. 


Tue laft Piece brought on the Stage, this Seis 
fon, was the UNIvERsAL GALLANT ; or, DiFrr- 
RENT HusBanps, wrote by the prolifick Mr. 
Fielding. —. And, as in The Toy-/bop, I had the 
Plealure of remarking, that the good Tafte of the 
Town wanted only to be awakened to become as 
férong as ever, fo here I had an Opportunity of 
making an Obfervation very much in Favour of 
the Town, viz. That the Accufation of Bap 


Taste is very falfly and unjuftly brought againft~ 


them, fince if the Tow» had really the bad Tafte, 
they are reprefented to have, this Play would have 


run the remaining Part of the Seafon, in an wmiz-_ 


terrupted Courfe of Applanfe. I had likewife an 
Opportunity of obferving much more Impartiality 
than I expected, in the Behaviour of the Audience, 
for till almoft the third Act was over, they fatvery 
quiet, in hopes it would mend, till finding it grew 
{till worfe and worfe, they at length loft all Patience, 
and nor an Exprefjiow or Sentiment afterwards paffed 
without its deferved Cenfure. 


Tuus I have cerforily, and as much as was ne-. 


ceflary for my prefent Purpofe, gone thro’ the 
Performances brought on the Stage this Seafon, and 
examined the Behaviour of the Town, during thé 
firft Reprefentation of each, and.tho’ I poffibly 
may draw the whole Band of Poets on me, [ can- 
not help declaring, that however il/-di/pofed, and 


however bad the Talte of the Town may hitherto ’ 


have been, they feem at prefent to be in a proper 
Temper to give all due Encouragement to good Poets, 


and good Plays, but determined not to approve the 


Bad. 


I rrnp by an Article in a News-Paper, there 
are two new Comedies in Rehearfal at Covewt- 
Gardez, and ] have been informed there is one 
Comedy and one Tragedy in Rehearfal in the other 
Houfe. — If they have any Pretenfion to Merit, 
I think the Authors have a favourable Hour to 
bring them on. 


I sHALL take an Opportunity, very fpeedily, of 
confidering more at large the Cafe between Dra- 
MATICK WRITERs and the Town, in which I may 


poilibly offer fomething that may eftablifh a furer . 


CoALITION between them, than between the Parties 
laboured fo ftrongly of late to be reconciled. 


“t 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row: Where Letters to 


the AUTHOR are taken if. 


And where the former Numbers may be had. 
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